LESSON PLANS
Beyond Suffrage: Ogden, Utah and Civil Rights 1945-1975

Social Studies
Grade Level: All

Overview

How did women of color in Ogden claim their rights as citizens of the
United States, and how did they use their voices to rise above
resistance to integration? Through viewing photographs,
questionnaires, and flyers, students will learn about activists involved in
the civil rights movement in Ogden City who fought for integration in
public schools and quality education for Hispanic and African-American
children in the 1950s-60s.

Student Goals






Students will learn about de facto segregation that was
practiced in northern cities and how African-American
communities were affected by multiple systems of racial
inequality with regard to jobs, housing, and schools.
Students will learn about individuals, such as Betty Gillespie,
Mae Parry and Lionila Saenz, who participated in the civil rights
movement in Ogden and thus played a role in the fight for racial
equality.
Through analyzing primary sources (photographs,
questionnaires, and flyers) students will observe the various

Common Core State Standards
Grade 3:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
text as the basis for the answers.
Grades 6-8:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs,
photographs, videos, or maps) with other
information in print and digital texts.
Grades 11-12:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is
structured, including how key sentences,
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text
contribute to the whole.
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tactics and strategies that activists used to address segregation
in Ogden schools and incite action.
Students will create murals commemorating the work of
activists who had a local impact.

Key Terms/Vocabulary
 Segregation

Key Figures

 Bettye Gillespie

 Jim Crow

 Discrimination

 Lionila Saenz

 Boycott

 Integration

 Civil Rights

 Mae Parry

Organizations





National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
Utah State Committee against Discrimination in Housing
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
League of Women Voters

Timeline of Events
1963: JFK proposed Civil Rights Act
1964: Civil Rights Act: prohibits discrimination
1965: Voter Rights Act after Selma, AL
1968: Housing Act: Against Redlining. Ogden Rep. Laurence Burton voted against the act.
1970: Health, Education, and Welfare conducted a review of Ogden schools and notified the school
district that it was operating “a racially identifiable school, namely Hopkins Elementary”
1970: Ogden School District implemented a Voluntary Plan to Reduce Minority Group Isolation and Its
Effects
1971-1972: Ogden City School District modified high school curriculum to include cultural and historical
materials about minority groups
1971-1972: Ogden City School District started offering training workshops for staff and administrators
to change attitudes about cultural and racial differences
1973: Ogden City School District hired curriculum advisors to act as a liaison between the schools and
the minority communities
1974: Ogden City School District implemented remedial math and reading classes
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INTRODUCING RESOURCES 1-5
Even though the 14th Amendment officially guaranteed all men the right to citizenship in 1868, women
and men of color were denied their privileges of voting and inclusion to society throughout the next
century. Here in Ogden, people of color faced discrimination and segregation similar to that faced by
others nationally. Ogden practiced de facto segregation in housing and real estate, public
accommodation, and education. Black people in Ogden could only live between 24th and 30th streets west
of Grant Avenue, which facilitated the segregation of Hopkins Elementary School. Additionally, many
restaurants, public facilities, and recreation centers were open to whites only. Some of these areas
included the famous Lorin Farr Park and pool which excluded Black children from playing there;
25th Street only allowed Black customers on the south side of the street; and only two hotels allowed Black
guests.
During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, women of color were particularly instrumental in
advocating for their rights. The League of Women Voters investigated segregation and prejudice in
Ogden while informing voters about issues, organizing support for local and national civil
rights legislation, with support from advocate Bettye Gillespie and the NAACP. Latina activists such
as Lionila Saenz were also instrumental in gaining civil rights at this time through the group SpanishSpeaking Organization for Community Integrity and Opportunity (SOCIO), working on primarily working
and housing conditions for Latinos in Ogden. Mae Parry, a Shoshone leader, also worked to enlighten the
public on Shoshone history locally and nationally.
Civil rights and integration were divisive issues in Ogden. While Ogden’s Representative Laurence Burton
initially supported many civil rights bills, he voted against the 1968 Fair Housing Act prohibiting redlining
due to his condemnation of protests. The public’s perception of civil rights was varied; in the Standard
Examiner’s letters to the editor section, a debate on integration was frequent. For instance, this is seen in
the letters between Lorane Orme who claimed integration caused trouble, and Betty Moore who argued
that integration benefited every race. Throughout the following decade, Ogden was desegregated.
However Ogden continued to debate on discrimination, civil rights, and inclusion in society have
continued to refine our nation’s approach to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
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Resource 1
Bettye Gillespie
Bettye Gillespie is a local pillar of civil rights activism. She led for change
on councils such as The National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), the Utah State Merit System
Council, and the Institutional Council of the University of Utah among
other prestigious boards and appointments, as well as pursuing a career
advocating for people of color as the Equal Opportunity Officer at Hill Air
Force Base. In her personal life, she was also intimately involved with
civil rights. She was a leader of the NAACP for many years while her
husband Jim served as president of the NAACP. Throughout her life in
the Ogden area, she advocated for integration and equal rights in
schools, housing, and public accommodations. She faced personal risk
in doing so, facing harassment and culminating with her Riverdale home
being vandalized.

“Mrs. Ballif of Provo is to be congratulated for introducing H.B. 83 in the House of Representatives. She
is one of the very few who recognize the need for a civil rights bill in Utah. It has long been contended
that no racial problems exist here and that the passage of a civil rights bill would be redundant
legislation and therefore without merit.
He who holds to this fallacy is obviously not a Negro. If he were capable of projecting himself into the
place of a Negro, and if he could for a single day put on the shoes of a Negro and walk around in them,
this is what he would find:
That no matter how well educated and well qualified he was, he could not find a job commensurate with
his ability. That no matter how well behaved and well appearing he may be, he would not be served in
most public places. That though he may be financial solvent and may have every desire to improve his
circumstances, he could not buy a decent home. He would find himself embarrassed and humiliated at
every turn; his woman would generally be treated with disrespect. He would discover that discrimination
in Utah is subtle, but vicious. That it is imbedded in the tradition and heritage of this state.
He would then make some frustrated attempt to comprehend his own plight; he would seek a solution;
he would look everywhere. He would look to religion; he would appeal to every human emotion; he
would appeal to logic. He would determine that education is a slow process. Legislation, he would finally
ascertain, is his best recourse. Education, human understanding and all the others would eventually
follow as a natural sequitur.”
Bettye Gillespie - Feb. 15, 1961
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Lionila Saenz
Lionila Saenz was the head of the Women’s Bureau in the Department of
Labor which worked to expand services to minority populations. She was
the Governor’s Advisory Council on Spanish-speaking Affairs. She
worked as a research housing analyst in Ogden, Utah for the Utah State
Rehabilitation Services. She also was involved with Spanish-speaking
Organization for Community Integrity and Opportunity (SOCIO). She
helped to improve living and working conditions for women and Latinos
and served on the Utah Migrant Council, where she helped to find
housing for Latinos.

“ We have suffered so many injustices by so many people in so many ways. Women throughout the
United States suffer. The idea that women are worth less than men dates back to the Bible. Moses said
men are worth 60 shekels; women 30. It is interesting to note that in the United States, despite the
antiquity of this idea and the fact that progress is being made to change its myth, the Chicana is
considered worth even less.
I see the Chicana seeking equal opportunity while the Anglo woman is seeking more equal rights. Too
often, Chicanas are not even funneled into jobs. At least let us come into the job world. There is this
myth about Chicanas not wanting to work. Baloney! We aspire and are capable and can do the job.
Women with college degrees generally earn about as much as male high school graduates. Women
must be doubly skilled to compete and the Chicana not only has to be doubly qualified but we have to
become Houdinis to master all the tricks in the bag. We must seek relief from the discrimination which
is so rampant.
Fair employment is the major thing to be dealt with in the 1970s. The government is taking a hard look
at discrimination. We must take action. You have the ability to pull yourself up. Go to school at night if
necessary. Learn something new. Let no one tell you you are disorganized, unqualified or incompetent.
Sabe tus derechos! Know your rights!” – Lionila Saenz, November 12, 1972
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Mae Parry
A leader of the Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation, Mae Timbimboo
Parry was an advocate and historical recorder of Shoshone history. She
received her education at Bear River High School, the first Native
American to graduate from that school, and went on to study at LDS
Business College. Most notably, she worked tirelessly to change the
historical narrative surrounding the Bear River Massacre, previously
called the Battle of Bear River. Throughout her early life, she learned oral
histories from her grandfather, Yeager Timbimboo, who survived the
massacre. She also served on the White House Council for Indian Tribal
Affairs. Her other accomplishments include the Utah Mother of the Year
Award and the Utah Women’s Achievement Award.

“I’ve been telling this story for so long, I felt I was like the Lone Ranger. I’ll say it was a massacre until my dying
day.” Her group was behind the passage of a resolution by Utah and Idaho legislators supporting a battle of Bear
River Monument. She insisted the word “battle” had no place in commemoration of a massacre and threatened
to file a law suit.”- Mae Parry, Salt Lake Tribune March 4, 1990.

Document-Based Questions






Based on the bios and quotations, what does citizenship and rights mean to each of these
women? For example, what does citizenship and rights mean to Bettye Gillespie, Lionila Saenz,
or Mae Parry?
The 14th amendment grants citizenship to anyone born in the U.S. and forbids states from
depriving “any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law” or denying any
person equal protection of the law.” How does the Fourteenth Amendment connect to the issue
of Suffrage and Civil Rights?
Why would a woman like Betty Gillespie or Lionila Saenz, who would be prohibited from voting
because of their race even after the passage of the 19th Amendment, still campaign for women’s
right to vote?
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Resource 2 & 3

League of Women Voters
The League of Women Voters was a public interest group in Ogden, Utah, that acted on political issues
and strived for citizen participation and the right for all citizens to vote and protect individual
liberties. The League of Women Voters also worked to inform voters and investigate issues. During the
1960s, they conducted questionnaires and interviews about minority issues such as housing, education,
and employment in Ogden. In the 1970s, they also spearheaded support of Title IX and the ERA
movement. They conducted a survey to make a comprehensive review of community government,
facilities, and services. They also had their members attend meetings such as the Weber County
Commission, Ogden City Council, and school boards in Ogden.
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Document-Based Questions





Who are the League of Women Voters- Ogden?
What kind of information is the League of Women Voters- Ogden Chapter collecting from
Ogden?
Do you notice an argument that comes across through the questions they posed and the
answers filled in? What point are they proving in collecting this data?
Once these statistics were gathered, what do you imagine activists would do with this
information? How can they be used to advocate for change?
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Resource 4 & 5

School Desegregation in Ogden, Utah| U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, May 1977, pg. 2,8
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Letter to Editor, “Segregation Benefits”-- Mrs. Orme, The Ogden Standard Examiner, Wed. Mar. 2, 1960.
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Letter to Editor, “Segregation Benefits”—Betty A. Moore The Ogden Standard Examiner, Mon. Mar. 7, 1960.
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Document-Based Questions








Why did United States choose to desegregate Ogden’s schools and involve community in these
public actions?
Describe the text in the report for the desegregation. What response did the writer of the report
intend for the reader to have? How does the report differ from the discussion in the Standard
Examiner as a newspaper?
Why did activists like Betty Moore believe that speaking up was an effective strategy?
What criticisms does Betty Moore voice about the school system in her letter?
What demands does Moore make? And what tactics does she use?
Who is her audience and what reaction is she seeking from them?
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Activity: Contemporary Connections
Students will revisit some of the unsung heroes of the civil rights movement who were actively involved
in Ogden City, but are not as widely known as activists like Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and Rosa
Parks. Students will design murals or posters to commemorate the efforts of activists like Bettye
Gilliespie, Lionila Saenz, Mae Parry or League of Women Voters. The purpose of these murals is to
inform others about these unsung heroes who were the backbone of the civil rights movement. The
student murals should include some or all of the criteria below:





A visual of the activist drawn by students from a photograph (either a portrait or one of them
taking action)
Text honoring the work they have done and why it was important for Ogden City – Dates or span
of years when the activist worked
A place or specific area in Ogden City where this mural would be located. Note, Bettye Gillespie,
Lionila Sanez, Mae Parry all resided and were active in Ogden, Utah.
Optional: Inclusion of a quote by the activist.

16
Beyond Suffrage

www.beyondsuffrage.org

LESSON PLANS
Beyond Suffrage: Ogden, Utah and Civil Rights 1945-1964

Sources
“School Desegregation in Ogden, Utah: A Staff Report on the U.S. Commission of Civil Rights”
Standard Examiner- Letters to the Editor
League of Women Voters Collection, WSU Special Collections

Additional Reading
Cooper-Rompato, Christine. "Utah in the Green Book: Segregation and the Hospitality Industry in the Beehive
State." Utah Historical Quarterly 88, no. 1 (2020): 39-57. Accessed July 21, 2020.
doi:10.5406/utahhistquar.88.1.0038.
Braden, Michelle ( ) Lesson plans on the Black community in Ogden: (Thesis). Website:
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/gradreports/874/
An Oral History of Hopkins Elementary http://ipac.weber.edu/ipac20/ipac.jsp?menu=search&profile=sb-4&source=~%21horizon&index=BIB&term=602240

Field Trips
This content is inspired by the exhibition Beyond Suffrage: A Century of Northern Utah Women Making
History. If possible, consider bringing your students on a field trip by Sept 2020! Find out more.
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